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Remarks – September 9, 2022 
Patrick Sullivan III ’23 

 
Hello and welcome CA family to Cheshire Academy’s 229th Convocation! As Dr. Wright stated, my 
name is Patrick Sullivan, and I am in the graduating class of 2023. Through my three years at 
Cheshire Academy, I have experienced so much that I could stand up here and talk about. However, 
when I think of my time here, the first thing that comes to mind are all of the opportunities I have 
had to develop friendships. Our student body, consisting of members from around the world, is 
something that I will always be grateful for, and I implore our incoming students to take advantage 
of this unique environment. When I showed up to my first day of freshman year, I only knew a few 
kids. I looked around, and I saw people from Turkey, Ghana, Nigeria, and Korea, among other 
places.  
 
At first, I was a little intimidated as any freshman might be meeting seniors, but I quickly came to 
see the sense of community that is always preached about here. Even as a young freshman, I was 
shown kindness and friendliness from people I was scared to meet—some of whom became great 
friends of mine. We still maintain our relationship today. I truly believe that expanding my social 
circle beyond where I was originally comfortable is one of the best choices that I ever made. My 
strongest friendships are predominantly with others that I would never have expected to be close 
with when we first met, but I am so thankful that we gave each other a chance to become friends.  
 
To the rising freshmen and incoming students of all grades, there is no time like the present to meet 
new people and to spend the valuable time with friends that we have missed out on for the last 
couple of years. Trust that if you approach anyone at school, you will be met with a smile whether 
they are in all of your classes, none of your classes, or whether you do an activity together or not. 
Everyone here is friendly. Lastly, for my class, the bonds we have built and the friendships we have 
forged are amazing, especially considering the circumstances we endured during our time here. Take 
the moment to meet somebody new and be open to making friends who might be different from 
yourself. Cherish this valuable time and the opportunities it lends us as students at Cheshire 
Academy this year. 
 
Thank you. 


