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Remarks – September 9, 2022 
Osajie Imevbore ’23 

 
Good afternoon parents, students, faculty, and staff,  
 
My name is Osajie Imevbore, and today I would like to share with you a short summary of my life at 
Cheshire Academy. As you can probably tell from my accent, I did not grow up here. Although I 
was born in the United States, I live and was brought up in Nigeria and the United Kingdom. Being 
privileged enough to attend academic institutions in each of those countries, I noticed a universal 
concept for building a thriving and positive environment. Whether I was transferring to a new 
school, starting on a new team, or even moving into a new dorm, the concept of inclusivity was 
always present.  
 
Arriving at CA on January 17, 2021, with my twin brother, I made it my goal to always be my 
genuine self. I would usually sit on my own, surveying the room, trying my best not to make eye 
contact with anyone. From my perspective, I was being confident and focused. But to everyone else, 
I came off as “unapproachable, detached, and isolated.” I’m quite sure some people thought I was a 
little odd. This changed quickly after March 11, 2021, when four of my peers insisted they show me 
around campus even if it meant coming to extract me from my comfortable bed. I resisted at first 
but shortly after my brother showed up again at my door with more friends, I knew there was no 
way out. I agreed to spend the rest of the day with them and since then, it has been 17 months of 
hilarious group facetimes, Dunkin Donut runs, dinners, and a host of other experiences. 
 
On that day, those four people made me feel included and changed my perspective on the value of 
engaging with my community. As I continue to strive to be the best version of myself, I remember a 
saying from Mariam Kaba’s book “We do This ‘Til We Free Us:” “Why be a star when you can be a 
constellation?” As some of you know, a constellation is a group of stars that form beautiful patterns 
when together, and this reminded me we are ALL better together. Our differences should not 
separate us but make us even closer. There is so much to learn from everyone, and who knows what 
beautiful experiences can come out of these shared moments? This is why one of my campaign 
points for Student Body President was inclusivity. Fast forward to April 18, 2022, the day the result 
of the election was announced, and the reason I stand before you all today.  
 
Although I came in from a different country, speak with a different accent, and was brought up in a 
different cultural setting, simple acts such as extending the circle of friendship to me built my 
confidence, opened me up to explore more, improved communication, developed other talents and 
abilities, and encouraged me to give back to my community.  
 
To me, inclusivity is more than a topic or a school program, it is the act of making someone feel 
important in a space, and that their presence is the puzzle piece needed to complete a difficult 
puzzle. Inclusivity facilitates a pathway to the widest variety of ideas, talents, cultures, and 
experiences, it is also the key to unlocking other values like respect, responsibility, trustworthiness, 
honesty, service to the community, and accountability.  
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My hope this year and in the upcoming years, is we go out of our way to adopt an inclusive culture. 
One of the ways to do that is to try using these four steps inspired by Forbes Magazine’s Sheree 
Atcheson. The first step is to listen. Sometimes listening to someone is all they need to get through a 
tough day. The second step is to Pprovide action. Let’s all be willing to do our best for the people 
around us. It is good to say you will help someone with an assignment but even better when you go 
through it with them. The third step is to value all input: Everyone’s input is equally important and 
we should do our best to appreciate it. And the final step is to form healthy communication: this 
could be speaking about how you feel to a trusted friend and also noticing when someone is being 
left out and adding them into the conversation.  
 
Before I conclude, I’d like to leave you with a modified version of a quote by Richie Norton, “We all 
deserve a circle of inclusivity and positive influence, but it’s up to us to create it.” So, to my peers, I 
would like to challenge us all to actively engage in our community while respecting the uniqueness of 
the individual. And remember, one smile can start a friendship, one word can end a fight, one look 
can save a relationship, and one person can change your life. It is indeed a small world and no one 
should feel lost in it. 
 
Thank you. 


