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Remarks – September 9, 2022 
Artan Redzepi ’23 

 
It is truly my honor to deliver an address to you all today. And thank you to all of the students, 
teachers, faculty, and staff who have made these years everything they have been. I invite us all to 
show our appreciation through a round of applause.  
 
Although I join you in celebrating, I also want to be candid with you today. High School is difficult, 
and in order to succeed you must work hard. There have been points during my three years of High 
School in which I have thought all was lost and that I wouldn’t be able to manage everything 
presented to me. However, I was not alone. My friends, teachers, and advisors have all been behind 
me throughout this journey, and they have pushed me to become the best possible version of 
myself. And that is why I think I can comfortably say that coming to Cheshire Academy has been 
one of the best decisions I have ever made. The relationships that the Cheshire Academy 
community fosters have enabled me not only to grow as a student, but also as a member of our 
society. This internationally-minded prep school has taught me some of life's most important 
lessons, such as how to recognize cultures different from mine, and to celebrate the diversity of 
language, be it through learning curse words in Turkish from my teammates or completing a 
rhetorical analysis in my English class that evaluated the effectiveness of my teenage slang. 
 
The community here at the Academy is irreplaceable and incomparable. No one here in this crowd 
comes from the same background or shares the same stories. And that is what is so special about 
Cheshire Academy. It has prompted me to redefine my comfort zone and experience the cultures, 
traditions, and values of students from all over the globe. The sheer fact that I have the opportunity 
to connect with this diverse community has allowed me to gain character and perspective, reminding 
me to remain present, so I don’t miss out on any of the great things that this community has to 
offer.  
 
So, I call on you to take action: to challenge yourselves and to live in the moment. Don’t rush your 
teenage years because this is when lifelong memories begin. Meet new people, don’t just remain in 
your already-established friend group. Try something new, be it a sport or class that you may not 
have found to be interesting before. These three years have absolutely flown by for me. I remember 
it like it was yesterday, stepping onto Simosa Field for the first time and competing in the pillar 
games for Team Caring as that little freshman who had the entire grade all riled up. It was great! 
Little did I know that the people around me would actually help shape the next four years of my 
life—and in the best way possible. 
 
In 265 days, we will return together to say goodbye and depart. So, let me be the first to say, 
congratulations to the graduating class of 2023! We made it, just not quite yet. I look forward to 
seeing what we will accomplish this year.  
 
Thank you. 


