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Welcome and Remarks 
Temilade Onile ’22 

 

Good evening and welcome faculty, staff, families, alumni, and students,  

My name is Temilade Onile, and I am a member of the 2022 senior class of Cheshire Academy. I am a 
four-year senior boarding student from Massachusetts. I am so very grateful to have the privilege to 
speak to this crowd of wonderful individuals from all different walks of life. While we may have 
personal differences, something we all have in common is our connection to Cheshire Academy. The 
coronavirus pandemic took so much away from all of us. Some people lost everything, but thankfully 
we are all here together, which is a blessing. At times, it is very easy to lose sight of the things that 
matter most and the opportunities we are privileged to have.  

The mere fact that we have access to a private school education is a privilege. There are children who 
dream to have access to formal education, but they cannot because of reasons such as having to 
provide for their family. Each and every one of us is able to receive adequate health care; this, too, is a 
privilege especially in the times we find ourselves in now. We have all been resilient and have been 
vaccinated against COVID-19 as a step in the right direction to address the public health crisis, while 
people in other parts of the world are still being ravaged by this pandemic. But still, here we are.  

There are so many little things we may take for granted on a daily basis. Being here at Cheshire 
Academy opens so many doors for all of us. Whether it be opportunities to participate in athletics at 
the collegiate level, networking and meeting new people, or learning how to see the world in a different 
light as an internationally minded school. We are so lucky to be able to experience all the wonderful 
things that Cheshire Academy has to offer.  

So, what am I saying? Many of the opportunities we all have been blessed to have are not because we 
are better than the next person, not because we are more deserving, not because it is our right, but 
because it is a privilege. There is no difference between me, an immigrant from South Sudan, Jeff 
Bezos, the founder and executive chairman of Amazon, and any of you. We are all human. No one is 
above anyone else. What distinguishes each of us are the opportunities that we have been granted that 
put us in the positions we are in today.  

In closing, I want everyone here to remember to always be grateful for all that you have and remember 
to always count your blessings instead of complaining about things that seem inconvenient. If anything, 
this season of our lives has taught us that we should value all things, big or small. Thank you and have a 
good night. 


