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Hello everyone. Today, I am starting with a word—childish. Ever since we were born, this word has 
appeared with an apparent negative connotation of being silly, stubborn, and immature. We have been 
told to not act like a child, or we have been restricted from reaching various novel things, as a result of 
the pressure around us. At the same time, we inevitably neglect the positive side of being childish, of 
being creative, courageous, curious, and explorative. Personally, I would enjoy the characters of being 
childish, in which I attempt certain challenging extracurricular activities to fulfill my interests in field of 
knowledge, whereas I enjoy getting to the bottom of a matter to explore novel things. 

Children reach adulthood capable of assimilating how to look or react, but not how to continue 
exploring new passions. As a freshman, I remember reading “What I Saw and How I Lied.” The 
protagonist Evie experiences some very unusual events involving loves, businesses, wars, and trials. 
Throughout the book, Evie becomes mature quickly, and abandons the purity, courage, and 
stubbornness towards truth. It is certain that the childishness of the protagonist shall be the adorable 
and just thing for her, whereas what she pursued to be an adult is unreasonable and undesirable. 
Similarly, In the animation “Zootopia”, the rabbit Judy has been courageous in extending her limits, 
curious in exploring the bizarre cases, and stubborn in pursuing the truth behind the conspiracies made 
by the mayor. These aspects of Judy made her one of the greatest police officers in Zootopia as well as 
a role model for children. What was perceived as childish may contain creativity, courage, and curiosity 
throughout the explorations and trials. 

Throughout history, the creativity, courage, and curiosity help human society progress. Marie Curie 
devoted her life to exploring the world of science at a high degree. Understanding that this field of 
science is hazardous and unknown, Curie kept doing her research in radioactive science, discovered the 
elements of radium and polonium, and learned about isotopes. Her courage, curiosity, and explorations 
drove her to make huge progress on human developments, and she has been the only person to won 
Nobel Prize twice. The mathematician Abraham de Moivre generalized the normal distribution curve 
from the binormal distribution through intense explorations, which became a powerful tool that 
pushed statistics from discrete data to continuous variables. Their “childishness” effectively pushed 
humans further in our understanding of the world around us. 

At this moment, we must still be ourselves and maintain both our courage and curiosity, regardless of 
courage, position, or identity. Striving to achieve higher goal is always good, especially if it sounds 
impossible. These could be some small things around our life. You might want to ask why instead of 
memorizing a fact or theorem to better recognize its underlying. Try new tactics in a sport or 
competition to become the MVP in your team. Take courses that are more challenging to obtain more 
interesting knowledge. Explore certain topics beyond the class syllabus so that you could find your 
interests. Propose more innovative projects to better service our community. These achievements 
might be a small thing for you, but they do pile up to make you a better you and our community a 
better community. 

Thank you for listening. Let’s have a great year! 


