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Good evening students, families, colleagues, alumni, and special guests,  

This day is particularly celebratory as we are finally able to be together in person after nearly 18 months 
of separation. We are gathered to formally celebrate our 228th school year in order to ignite passion, 
excitement, and hope for the coming school year. Your classmates eagerly volunteered to share their 
words of wisdom; take their words to heart.  

As we start this school year, we are all rebounding after a year and a half of uncertainty, 
disappointment, frustration, fear, and loss. Times of challenge make us stronger. Many of you choose 
Cheshire Academy to make a fresh start. I want you to know that we chose you. We chose you to be a 
bright light in this community. We chose you to be our future leaders. We chose you because we know 
that you want to make a difference in this world that so desperately needs change makers. This is a 
place where we will push you to be brave and to be your authentic self. 

You may not see the bright light that shines within you, but we do. Cheshire Academy will be the place 
where you will always call home. Your teachers and your families were drawn to this community 
because of our mission and our promise to you. We are a community of learners, in academics, 
athletics, theater, music, and global cultures. Importantly, when we are learning we are also, celebrating 
our unique selves while growing awareness of our common humanity We appreciate the traditions, 
cultures and experiences that make us different. Our community is a great one because of the 
connections we make with one another.  

My own journey of being my authentic self began when I was in high school. I had always wanted to be 
a teacher and felt most at home guiding students in their study of a new language. Some of my 
classmates thought being a teacher wasn’t “enough.” Why not pursue a degree in medicine or law or 
engineering? I could still use the Spanish I had learned and find a path that others felt was more 
glamorous, more important, more in line with someone else’s version of who I should be.  

When I began my freshman year in college, I was pushed toward majoring in biology in order to pursue 
a degree in nursing. Studying science felt like a chore and oh, I can’t stand the sight of blood. I was 
following someone else’s dream. My advisor pulled me aside to ask what was I doing. She shared a 
quote that I now have seen many times over the years—“To teach is to learn twice.” I am 50 years old 
and continue to learn every day, hoping at some point I will be the person I want to be.  

There are two questions I would like you to remain open to, wherever you are in your Cheshire 
Academy experience. What can we, the faculty, teach you? And what can you teach us?  

The natural expectation is that your teachers are subject area experts and will share their knowledge 
with you. In this community, the faculty will facilitate your acquisition of knowledge, but in turn, you 
will teach us. During the last year and a half, you taught us that emotional health and well-being is more 
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important than a late assignment. You taught us to understand that for you to be successful 
academically, you needed time and space to feel healthy and well. Before the pandemic we may have 
told you to prioritize your schoolwork over your social life. Now we truly understand that adolescents 
not only crave but need social connection. 

The adults in this community can teach you about political systems and the difference between living in 
a democracy as opposed to a country ravaged by political instability. Our discussions will be 
uncomfortable when we address race and privilege. Yet you have taught us that we need to hear your 
voices and learn about your experiences. You have organized and run rallies and presentations to teach 
this community from your perspective. You have bravely stood in solidarity to denounce discrimination 
and bias in all forms. We have taught you about the history of our country, but you have taught us that 
history does not have to dictate what our future can be.  

Information is at our fingertips. In just a moment we can use Google or social media to discover what 
is occurring across the world. We have taught you how to research and how to examine source with a 
critical eye. If you teach us how to navigate technology and social media, we will teach you how to use 
it for good, to call attention to the climate crisis, the lack of access to clean water, and the war-torn 
countries whose citizens live under oppressive rule. 

With the Eight Pillars of Bowden as our guide, we will teach you the values of respect for humanity. 
We will teach you to listen to your inner voice and have the confidence to become the person that you 
want to the world to know. You have taught us that loving and accepting others for who they are right 
now at this moment is the greatest gesture of human kindness. You have taught us that it is not that we 
should not see the difference in the color of our skin, but that we should see it and celebrate our 
heritage. You have taught us that gender identity is fluid and that we need to pay attention and move 
beyond our own uncertainty or discomfort to ensure that our community is one in which we all feel a 
sense of belonging.  

As a member of this community, I have learned that there are opportunities to explore despite the fear 
we may feel when we break barriers others have set. This is a community of supportive adults. Do what 
you might be afraid to do; we are here to catch you if you stumble. We want to teach you that in 
developing into your authentic self, you may have moments of fear, but it’s not about being afraid, it’s 
about being afraid and doing it anyway. There is no rush to the finish line. We are all imperfect. 

You made the choice to join a community that will celebrate your gifts and will support you when you 
face challenges. Your personalized experience will not match that of any other student. Here, your 
individuality will be honored. Be bold and be brave and never stop learning and never stop teaching. 


