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June 11, 2021 

 

Dear CA Parents, Guardians, and Students, 
  
Since the last update about COVID-19 vaccines being available for everyone 12 years of age and older, we 
have been monitoring other developments relative to vaccines, federal and state safety guidelines and 
mandates, as well as the plans of other schools and colleges in and around Connecticut. 

Based on the facts and resources we have consulted, and after a period of deliberate and thorough 
consideration, the decision has been made to require all students and employees to be fully 
vaccinated against COVID-19 in order to start the new school year in the fall. We require other 
vaccinations (for instance, for measles and meningitis), and in doing so, we uphold our responsibility to 
individual and community health.  
  
We have spent weeks weighing various factors, discussing this matter with state health department officials, 
other local experts, colleagues at other schools, and members of our own faculty and staff who have relevant 
expertise. We have also considered the input we have received from parents, students, and others who have 
taken the time to provide perspectives on this critical issue. 
  
Our first imperative is to protect the health and safety of everyone in our community, closely followed by our 
commitment to providing – to the greatest extent possible – the full Cheshire Academy experience. With our 
students, faculty, and staff vaccinated, we will be able to return to on-campus living and learning much like it 
was before the pandemic.  The requirement also puts us in the company of an overwhelming majority of 
boarding schools, colleges, universities, and similar close-contact settings. 

More information will be shared as we refine the process for reporting and tracking compliance.  As with all 
required vaccinations, we will consider exemption requests made on medical grounds. The Health Center 
staff will follow up with more details on that process in the coming weeks. 

Reach out to David Dykeman (email), associate head of school and covid-response coordinator, or 
to Debra Bond (email), director of the health center, if you have any immediate concerns or questions. 

Thank you for your ongoing support and assistance as we, together, look forward to the coming school year 
with optimism and anticipation. I truly appreciate your support of Cheshire Academy and your faith in us. 

Sincerely, 

 

Julie Anderson, P’19, ’23 

Head of School 

 


