
International
Baccalaureate
Programme

Known for its high level of rigor and 
commitment, the IB Programme 
not only provides students a way 
of earning college credits in high 
school, it also fosters the personal and 
academic skills needed to succeed 
in a university environment. The 
program is a “liberal arts approach” 
at an appropriate high school level, 
offering students a well-rounded 
education that emphasizes research, 
writing, and reading. Cheshire 
Academy is one of only a few 
schools in Connecticut to offer this 
prestigious program, and students 
who have completed this program 
have gone on to top schools, 
including Yale, Fordham, and 
Vassar.

Viewed as an alternative to 
Advanced Placement (AP) courses, 
IB is an internationally consistent, 
extensively developed global 
education program that emphasizes 
creativity, synthesis, critical thinking, 
and deep understanding. There is a 
holistic approach in which writing is 
important in all components and all 
subject areas. Though writing is not 
generally emphasized in high school 
level math and science courses, IB 

courses require a broad look at — 
and comprehensive understanding 
of — each subject. To provide a 
360-degree view of an individual
student’s abilities and knowledge,
IB students are evaluated over the
course of the program through
several assessments that comprise
the final grade. IB courses also
emphasize the presence of multiple
perspectives, encouraging students
to formulate their own ideas and
come to their own conclusions,
leaving room for greater self-
expression and personal exploration.

Students who want the full 
experience consider the IB Diploma 
Programme, which requires the 
completion of six IB courses (three 
high level and three standard level)
and a three-part core requirement. 
Because there is the freedom to 
choose which three high level and 
which three standard level courses, 
the IB program can serve a lot of 
areas of interest and expertise.

As students choose which courses 
to take at each level, they have the 
ability to prioritize the subjects 
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THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE® (IB) 
PROGRAMME IS FOR GLOBALLY MINDED STUDENTS 
LOOKING TO CHALLENGE THEMSELVES ACADEMICALLY 
WHILE POTENTIALLY EARNING COLLEGE CREDITS. 

RECOGNIZED AS THE LEADER IN INTERNATIONAL 
EDUCATION, THE IB PROGRAMME IS ANOTHER 
WAY THAT CHESHIRE ACADEMY PRIORITIZES AN 
INDIVIDUALIZED APPROACH TO EDUCATION. 

The IB Programme’s challenging curriculum aims to develop a capacity for 
inquiry, research, collaboration, and problem solving that makes students better 
learners and better people. 

The IB Programme is different 
from other curricula because it:

• encourages students of all ages
to think critically and challenge
assumptions

• develops independently of
government and national systems, 
incorporating quality practices
from research and our global
community

• encourages students of all ages
to consider both local and global
contexts

• develops multilingual students



that they are most interested in; 
for example, taking all language 
arts courses at the high level and 
math and science at the standard 
level, or vice versa. Thus, college 
admissions officers know that IB 
Diploma Programme candidates 
will not only be prepared to handle 
the requirements of university 
courses, they will also have the self-
advocacy skills necessary to succeed 
independently in a student-driven 
setting. 

Graduates of the IB Diploma 
Programme are viewed not only as 
competitive college applicants, but 
also as global citizens with an ability 
to both consider and respect multiple 
viewpoints and positions.
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