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Course Offerings

Dramatic Arts

Painting 

Drawing 

Advanced Painting, and Drawing

Ceramics 

Printmaking 

Digital Photography 

Art Major 

IB Music (high and standard level)

IB Theater (high and standard level)

Songwriting

Music Technology 

Music Skills and Performance

AP Music Theory

IB Visual Arts (high and standard level)

Design Thinking

THE FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS PROGRAM PROVIDES 
AN OPPORTUNITY FOR EACH AND EVERY STUDENT TO 
DISCOVER FROM WITHIN A PERSONAL VOICE OF SELF-
EXPRESSION. 

WHETHER THIS EXPRESSION TAKES PLACE ON THE 
STAGE, THROUGH DESIGN SOFTWARE ON A COMPUTER, 
OR WITH A PAINTBRUSH IN HAND, THE EXPERIENCE 
OF AWAKENING ONE’S OWN CREATIVE SPIRIT IS 
AVAILABLE TO ALL IN OUR CHALLENGING AND CARING 
ENVIRONMENT.

Students who have a passion for the arts or are looking to expand their horizons 
will find many rewarding experiences through the Fine & Performing Arts 
program at Cheshire Academy.

In the visual arts, our instructors encourage students to explore the deeper 
meanings of personal expression while cultivating technical and creative skills in 
a variety of disciplines, such as digital photography, three-dimensional design, 
ceramics, painting, drawing, and printmaking.

The theater program provides students the opportunity to perform in front of 
a live audience in a comedy, drama, or musical, or work behind the scenes as a 
sound and light technician or set designer. With enough experience, they may also 
have the chance to direct a play of their own.

Whether they are a seasoned vocalist or musician, or just a beginner, students in 
Cheshire Academy’s music program will develop the skill, focus, and tenacity to 
confidently perform before a variety of school events either as a solo artist, or as 
part of one of the many ensembles available.

Unique to Cheshire Academy is the Art Major program—a class for aspiring 
artists who wish to develop a complete portfolio for the college admission process. 
Each student is given a personal studio space, has contact with visiting college 
representatives, and takes part in an end-of-year Art Major exhibition.

There are many venues on campus for students to perform or exhibit their work. 
Plus, the Kohn-Joseloff Gallery, founded in 1998 through a gift from the Kohn-
Joseloff Foundation, features the work of local and national artists on a rotating 
basis. Here, students can gain new perspectives on the arts as they attend lectures 
by these visiting artists.



10 Main Street, Cheshire, CT 06410  

Tel. 203-439-7250

CheshireAcademy.org

Grades 9-12 and Postgraduate
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Arts Curriculum

Visual Arts

In visual arts, students are encouraged 
to explore deeper meanings in art 
and the world. Art is a powerful tool 
of expression, which is why we offer 
multiple ways for students to make a 
statement.

Students study painting, drawing, 
design, and sculpture. They can explore 
technical and aesthetic challenges, 
venture into ceramics or fashion design. 
Students in the Art Major program 
take advantage of a personal year-round 
studio space and develop their artistic 
passions.

With no prerequisites, we provide 
the space, tools, and independence to 
work and grow both recreationally and 
studiously. We encourage students to 
apply the visual arts contextually to 
the world around them. Drawing from 
both contemporary art and art history, 
they will develop an understanding of 
the elements and principles of art and 
design such as composition, color, and 
perspective.

Whether wishing to pursue art in 
college or simply wanting a creative 
outlet, we have the flexibility, resources, 
and time to help each student discover 
new talents and develop confidence 
in expressing themselves in new and 
exciting ways.

Music
All students benefit from music 
education, from beginners to students 
planning a career in music. Embodying 
the Cheshire Academy ethos of 
“meeting students where they are 
and taking them beyond where they 
imagined possible,” all students can 

participate in the program and be 
challenged to grow as musicians and 
as people. Musicians develop tenacity, 
patience, focus, and confidence. They 
also have many opportunities to display 
leadership in student-led ensembles 
such as our rock bands, flute choir, and 
a cappella ensemble. Advanced students 
have the opportunity to take private 
lessons, audition for all-state music 
festivals, and study AP Music Theory 
and IB Music.

Students who participate fully in 
evening music ensembles are eligible 
for one-on-one or small group lessons. 
During the day, students can take 
classes to focus on their instruments or 
singing, study music theory, or learn 
about songwriting or music technology. 
Our after-school music program gives 
students more time to practice (as an 
alternative to after-school athletics), 
and even participate in the pit band for 
the winter musical. There are numerous 
ensembles available to students in 
the evenings. All-school Morning 
Meetings give students the opportunity 
to perform for the school in small 
groups or as a solo performer.

Theater
Anyone can try out for a play while 
at Cheshire Academy.  We produce 
comedies, dramas, and musicals in 
both full-length and one-act formats. 
In addition, dancers can gather in our 
new studio for after-school classes in 
both modern dance and ballet, and have 
opportunities to perform in our musical 
theater productions.

Dramatic Arts is an elective available 
for all grade levels and can be taken 
multiple times. Students have the 
opportunity to study acting, theater 
tech, and directing, or a combination of 
courses as juniors and seniors.

Afternoon Program
The fall play, winter musical, and spring 
student-created productions which 
are usually directed and/or written by 
students allow students to get involved 
with the theater in any of the three 
seasons.  There are many opportunities 
beyond acting in these productions. 
Students participate in leadership 
roles such as directing, drama and 
vocal coaching, accompanists, musical 
directing, stage management, set 
construction, tech theater, lighting, and 
sound design.

Experience Opportunities
Regular trips to Broadway have 
included attending the shows 
Hamilton, School of Rock, Come From 
Away, Once on This Island, and more.  
Trips are also taken to The Bushnell 
Performing Arts Center, Long Wharf 
Theatre, and Yale Repertory Theatre.  
Multiple open mic events are held 
throughout the school year, as well as 
the popular Spring Talent Show and 
showcase performances by IB students. 
Recent on-campus workshops were 
conducted by the Sea Tea Improv 
comedy troupe and by the Fourth Wall 
ensemble.


