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March 24, 2020  

Video remarks to the Cheshire Academy Community 

 

Greetings from Bowden Hall,  

To say the world has changed dramatically for all of us over the last two weeks is truly an 
understatement. The impact of the coronavirus has directly and indirectly touched all of us. With 
our campus now closed, and students and faculty gone, there is a somber, quiet air around Cheshire 
Academy despite some welcome signs of spring. 

The significance of the epidemic cannot be underestimated. Contemplating what life will look like in 
another two, three, or four weeks would simply be a guessing game, and probably not a healthy one.  

Indications are that we will be facing more difficult challenges in the short term, and the disruptions 
to school life – and to each of our lives – will be substantial for months to come. 

With that in mind, and in light of the mounting health, safety, and travel concerns throughout the 
U.S. and abroad, we will be extending our remote learning through the end of the school year.  
Students and faculty will not be returning to campus for the spring term.  

We have waited as long as we could to make this very difficult decision. Events over the past few 
days, the guidance and mandates of federal and state agencies, and the steps taken by so many other 
schools, colleges and universities, and businesses, all contributed to the decision making of our 
board, leadership team, and others at the Academy. Shifting exclusively to online education is in the 
best interests of our students, our faculty and staff, and their families. 

I realize how disappointing this news may be to the Cheshire Academy community, especially for 
the class for 2020 - our seniors and PGs - and their families. We will complete the year, the class will 
graduate on time … we just will not be together, on campus.  

Well-deserved honors and recognition, the anticipated festivities, and the pomp and circumstance 
will all come at a later date, and we will do our best to be together to celebrate in the future.   

For now, and through the next couple of months, we must remain apart. But physical distance 
doesn’t mean social isolation – our faculty and staff are ready to engage with students around the 
world in ways that will ensure we all feel a connection. 

Our comprehensive Remote Learning Plan, a consistent weekly schedule, and the broad and creative 
use of technology are all designed to keep students fully engaged, focused, and supported as they 
work through this unique conclusion to the school year.   
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We have at least 10 weeks of classes and activities ahead, and the dedication and skill of our faculty 
and staff will ensure those weeks are productive, filled with energy, and geared toward what our 
students want and need. 

For students in particular, the challenge to remain focused and committed to the virtual classroom is 
no easy task, but I am confident that the performance, determination, and commitment of our 
students will continue as before, and I know they will rise to the challenge, quickly grasp “the new 
normal,” and excel at this teaching and learning model.  

We want every student to know your teachers, advisors, coaches, and even dorm parents, are all here 
for you, and they will provide support, friendship, guidance, and the direction you have come to 
appreciate and depend on during your time at CA.  

Through our own personal resilience and the combined charity of the extended Cheshire Academy 
family, we will get through this and succeed in these unprecedented times. Thank you for your 
ongoing commitment to the mission and values of our school, your patience and flexibility, and your 
generosity… I truly appreciate it all. 

During the past 10 days, I have witnessed the extraordinary goodwill, determination, and skill of our 
teachers, administrators, and staff, along with the generosity of spirit, cooperation, and support of 
our alumni and parents. These good deeds – large and small - and the outpouring of assistance and 
encouragement, warm my heart and keep my spirits high. 

Stay safe, be well, and I hope to see you soon. 

 

Julie Anderson, P’19,’23 
Head of School 

 


