
BUILDING THE FOUNDATION FOR THE NEXT 225 YEARS:

Cheshire Academy’s 
Young Alumni Leaders

In its 225th year, young alumni are answering the call from Cheshire Academy in record-
breaking numbers by attending regional events, engaging in social media campaigns, mentoring 
current students, and providing financial support to ensure that future generations have the 
same transformative experiences they had. 

Meet 15 outstanding young alumni who are passionate about the future of Cheshire Academy. 
As young entrepreneurs and professionals in the fields of art, government, finance, architecture, 
engineering, and nonprofits, these Cats bring tremendous pride as their success is a reflection 
on the impact of their alma mater. Equally impressive is their continued support of the 
Academy and their enthusiastic involvement with and contributions to the alumni body.

Thinking about my time at Cheshire Academy, I realize that it 
was a place where I could grow as a person, while still “being 
myself.” It was a diverse community that focused on supporting 
its students. I was not afraid of challenges or taking on difficult 
tasks, whether that was new classes or student activities. I also 
came to appreciate the value of being surrounded by good 
people and learning in a supportive environment. 

While I am always working on discovering my mission in 
life, I stay focused on using technology to enhance business 
operations in a variety of fields. After completing my MBA, 
I took over a leadership role at a professional training 
organization that promotes entrepreneurship in emerging 
economies. In addition, I advise a nonprofit that promotes 
proper nutrition in rural areas in West Africa and, most 
recently, I joined United Technologies as a Risk Operations 
Manager.

After I graduated, I made sure to stay engaged with the 
Advancement (Alumni and Development) Office. At first, it 
allowed me to stay in contact with instructors and classmates. 
However, now I recognize that the experience I received was a 
privilege. I want to make sure others have the opportunity to 
experience the community that I knew. Environments like the 
Academy are critical for the next generation of leaders.

Praveen Savalgi ’06 



Phil Quist ’07 
I loved my time at Cheshire Academy. For one, being able 
to live with my friends and grow together was an incredible 
experience for a teenager. It prepared me for college and 
life. I also learned so many different crucial skills and values, 
such as time management, friendship, interacting with 
others, and many more. Every single member of the faculty 
took the time to invest in my growth, and that really had an 
impact on me! 

I noticed the benefits of boarding school at Cheshire 
Academy from the moment I graduated. In college, I felt 
more prepared than my classmates did. Most notably, 
my time management skills were very strong due to the 
structure that Cheshire Academy and the staff offered 
me. In addition, having been around and interacting with 
students from different cities, countries, and backgrounds, 
I was able to adapt well and connect with a variety of 
different people, which has also served me well in the 
business world. After a year on Wall Street, I became the 
East Coast agent at Creative Artists Agency, and was 
honored to be listed on the 2018 Forbes “30 under 30” in 
the music industry. 

I support Cheshire Academy because it was a life-changing 
experience for me, and I want others to be able to have the 
same experience I did. That is part of the reason why I am 
so engaged with the Academy today. Another reason is that 
the school has continued to support me and really cares 
about what I am doing even years after I graduated.

Mackenzie Vile ’08
Cheshire Academy was an amazing place for me. 
I was encouraged to develop and flourish both 
intellectually and socially. Cheshire Academy gave me 
a strong foundation on which to build my future. 

I went into college with a sense of security about who 
I was, what I liked, and what I wanted to accomplish. 
That self-confidence has translated into my ability 
to take on challenges and explore the world. The 
connections I made at Cheshire Academy hold strong 
to this day. My best friends are still some of the people 
with whom I shared my high school experiences.

I stay involved with CA because I want other children 
to have the growth and support that I did. I think 
Cheshire Academy is a wonderful institution that 
offers kids so much, not only right now while they are 
enrolled, but also for years to come, as they go out into 
the world and continue to grow and mature. 



Noah Leonowich ’08
During my time at Cheshire Academy, I was encouraged to do 
my best, not only academically, but also in a way that helped me 
be a responsible and accountable member of the community. 
Thinking back, my classmates, teachers, and I shared many fun 
times as well as challenging times — those moments provided 
lessons that are a benchmark for how I approach things today. 

My CA relationships are as strong and as relevant today in my 
daily life. The genuine connections that I was able to make with 
members of the CA community have helped me grow into a 
motivated and confident individual throughout college and in 
my professional career. I have learned the importance of goal 
setting, hard work, and determination.   

As an alumnus, my experience feels as meaningful and formative 
as my time as a student. It has been so great to stay connected 
with former teachers and friends, as well as to develop new 
relationships with members of the CA community. I support the 
school so that future students will have the opportunity to learn, 
to grow, and to experience the same connection. 

My goal, personal and professional, is to be a reliable and 
accountable individual to my family, friends, peers, colleagues, 
and others with whom I may interact. Ultimately, I hope to 
influence others in a positive way, as I was during my tenure at 
the Academy.  

Jun Ahn ’09
Cheshire Academy was a place of a new journey and exposure to me. Coming 
from Korea, I was raised by my parents and taught under a controlled 
education system where individuality was not appreciated well. It took me 
several months to get used to the school because I was not accustomed 
to being in a situation of forming my identity as an individual. This was a 
major change. I started to explore what I was interested in purely as my own 
decision. My journey at CA started with a curiosity about a new culture, and 
ended with a curiosity about myself.

College was another groundbreaking turnover in my early 20s. Mr. Poisson’s 
guidance in applying to an art school, Rhode Island School of Design, 
and unfolding my interest in architecture helped me make some difficult 
decisions. Both my professors’ and my parents’ high expectation of me 
becoming a lawyer or a doctor conflicted with my interests — imagine their 
facial expressions when I shared my intention to attend art school! 

After accidentally going through a studio course about urban design, I fell 
in love with it, and earned a master’s degree at Columbia University in New 
York. Now, as an architect and urban designer at Skidmore, Owings & 
Merrill, one of the most outstanding architecture firms in the world, I look 
back at my journey and am grateful for the opportunity to stay connected 
with the great people who guided me. Of course, without my parents’ 
sacrifice, none of this would have been possible.

Being part of a network is a blessing. It is so easy to forget about the past, 
though Cheshire Academy’s outreach to alumni, through many events, really 
brings back great memories and creates another stage encountering other 
alumni that you never thought of or met before. 

I am confident that through a continuous web infinitely 
stretching out to the world through a vast network, 
Cheshire Academy will create another great 
opportunity that has yet to come. 
I am not giving up 
that chance!



Somia Farid Silber ’11
I enjoyed my experience at Cheshire Academy. It was fun and challenging, and I left feeling prepared 
for college. During my time at CA, I developed a strong work ethic and appreciation for academics. I 
took advantage of study halls and office hours with my amazing teachers — Mr. Boyd, Mrs. Eident, 
Mr. Hiertz,  and Mrs. Kelly (Ms. Stracener), to name a few. 

By the time I got to college, it felt natural to me to get to know my professors and ask for help when I 
needed it. I went to Babson College, a small business school with a central focus on entrepreneurship. 
It felt like the right fit since I eventually wanted to be a part of my family’s business. Today, I am the 
vice president and general manager of Netsolace, the technology partner of Edible Arrangements 
and other brands within the Farid’s family office. I love working in the technology field and creating 
amazing digital experiences for both online and retail customers.

I want to inspire girls and young women to follow their passions in technology and believe that they can be successful. 
I would not be here today without the great foundation built for me by the faculty and staff at Cheshire Academy and 
the professors at Babson. I continue to support and stay engaged with the Academy because I want current and future 
students to have similar, if not even better, experiences than mine. It is such an important time in their lives, and I want 
to help make it nothing short of amazing.

Ashley Vega ’12
Attending Cheshire Academy, to me, was an opportunity for my family to achieve what no Vega 
had accomplished before. My mother was born in Poland, making my siblings and me first-
generation American. My father and his family, who came from Puerto Rico, never attended 
college. Applying to Cheshire Academy meant breaking the tradition and establishing myself 
as the “first”: The first to attend a prep school, the first to invest in my education, and the first 
to receive an acceptance letter to college. My experience was one in which I valued my educators, 
many of whom I continue to have a strong relationship with today. I remember CA giving me 
the opportunity to be a part of something much greater than what I initially expected. I actively 
participated in sports, clubs, discovery week, and many more opportunities that truly helped 
shape me into a well-rounded student. This is the reason why I support Cheshire Academy and 
continue to engage with the Alumni Association. 

I attended the University of Connecticut for my first bachelor’s degree. Mrs. Kelly and Mr. 
Cirmo remained my mentors, and helped me realize my true calling in becoming a nurse. This 
influenced me to apply for my second bachelor’s degree. I attended Duke University, which, at 
the time, ranked as the number one nursing school in the nation. During my admissions process, 
highlights of my high school were a key component in my unique identity. I have now established 
my individual take on the requirements of an ethical nurse, attributes that include accepting 
responsibility, treating others with respect, caring for one another, remaining fair in my judgment, 
and maintaining trust with my patients. I soon realized that these were also the values that Cheshire 
Academy instilled in me. 

After graduating from nursing school and being inducted into the Sigma Theta Tau International 
Honors Society, I accepted a position as a registered nurse at New York University Langone 
Medical Center in Manhattan. I currently work on a cardiothoracic surgery stepdown unit. I 
could not have achieved these milestones without building my foundation at Cheshire Academy.



Brendan Carbone ’12
At Cheshire Academy, I was able to challenge myself academically and 
athletically, while building relationships with classmates and faculty that 
extended far beyond graduation. I was a Town Scholar, and took full advantage 
of the opportunity. Because of my experience at Cheshire Academy, I was 
accepted to my dream school, New York University, where, thanks to my CA 
education, I was able to succeed both inside and outside of the classroom. 

During my time in undergraduate studies, I realized that a major benefit of 
the Cheshire Academy’s student-centered approach was that it helped me to 
develop the skills I would need to thrive in a larger, less personal university 
setting. 

I continue to support CA because I want future students to have the same, if 
not better, experience as I did. Now, in my seventh year after graduation from 
Cheshire Academy, I am pursuing my dream of growing a software company. 
I am grateful to CA for all it has helped me to achieve, and I am excited to see 
what the next 225 years have in store for the school I love so dearly.

Avery Rose Royster ’12
I attended Cheshire Academy for six years, including middle school, and in my time 
there, I gained leadership skills from my teachers and coaches that I have definitely 
carried throughout college, and continue to use today. There were many wonderful 
experiences, and one I remember fondly is earning a Venture Grant in the summer of 
2015, that allowed me to participate in a summer service project in China, a cultural 
and educational experience that I will never forget. It opened my mind to a more global 
understanding of the world. 

Participating in the theater program and in multiple singing groups magnified my love 
for the arts. This love continued in college, where I was accepted to the Wheatones, the 
oldest all-female a cappella group on campus, of which I became president during my 
senior year. 

The voice, figuratively and literally, that I found while at Cheshire served me well in a 
small liberal arts college that relied heavily on discourse in the classroom, and also while 
writing my senior thesis. Learning not only to question, but also to be outspoken, has 
been fundamental to my higher education and professional life. 

I am currently working in communications for a U.S. senator who hails from Cheshire, 
Connecticut. It has been an honor, but has also kept me connected to Connecticut where 
I have spent the majority of my life. I hope to continue making a positive difference. 
I remain engaged with the Academy as I believe that it is important to share CA 
experiences with those who are where you once were. These connections have a very 
positive and powerful impact.



Jianing Qi ’13
Cheshire Academy was very warm and welcoming to me from the start. My 
journey was a wild adventure in life, art, science, humanities, and of course, 
Candy Club! Learning at CA was not just about the academics for me; I also 
learned to pursue my passion regardless of any social norms. 

Such experiences provided me with a strong foundation that extended to NYU, 
where I completed my undergraduate studies in philosophy and mathematics. I 
chose a very liberal arts approach for my class requirements at CA, across vastly 
different fields, including philosophy, math, computer science, and architecture. 
My boarding experience at CA helped me to prepare for unexpected events 
outside of school life, and taught me how to accomplish work, how to keep my 
room clean — a very important skill — and how to manage my time. These 
lessons proved to be so important in my life after CA.

Cheshire Academy is a unique place that celebrated who I really was and 
helped me to become more “myself,” for which I am truly grateful. I hope that 
my continued involvement with the Academy can help more students, as it 
helped me, to expand their interests and to become the person they want to be. 

Shannon Rickler ’13
As Town Scholar, my experience at Cheshire 
Academy was nothing short of incredible. 
Consistently surrounded by teachers and peers who 
motivated me, I felt completely supported in every 
path I chose to pursue. The academic environment 
at CA enabled me to think critically, a skill that 
served me well in college and in my professional 
life to date. As a consultant for the Department of 
Homeland Security, I tackle projects that require 
me to think strategically and find solutions within 
topic areas I am not familiar with. My experience at 
CA gave me the foundation to be successful today, 
especially in situations where I find myself out of 
my comfort zone.

I choose to remain engaged with CA because, in 
just four years, the school enabled me to mature 
in so many ways, building upon my strengths and 
identifying challenging opportunities to overcome 
weaknesses. Whether in the classroom or on the 
field, my teachers and coaches taught me to be 
confident in myself and treat every mistake as a 
learning opportunity. They have made a tremendous 
impact on my life, and I cannot thank them enough 
for shaping me into the person I am today!



Hannah Leser ’14
I consider myself very lucky to have had the opportunity to attend Cheshire Academy. Normally, my family would not have been able to 
afford tuition for three daughters. However, since we were only going to stay in the United States for a couple of years, my sisters and I 
needed to be able to get an international diploma with which we could later study in Germany. With the International Baccalaureate® 
Diploma Programme, Cheshire Academy provided us this opportunity. We did not go to Cheshire as boarding students, and sometimes 
I really wished I could just get a couple of weeks of being one! Still, I enjoyed the strong sense of community that Cheshire Academy 
has. It is very special, and as an international student, I was so warmly welcomed and so integrated. I am glad to have 
made many friends from all over the world and gained an understanding of so many different cultures.

After graduation, I returned home to Germany and started my training in musical theater. Thanks to the IB Diploma 
Programme, I adopted a kind of discipline and work ethic that applies well to all kinds of fields. Being a performer, I 
often fought hard with criticism, rejection, and self-consciousness, though, thanks to my time at Cheshire Academy, 
I have learned to trust myself, be patient, and still have the drive to keep improving my skills. I am currently playing 
Mary Poppins in the Original Cameron Macintosh Production in Hamburg, and I could not be happier. I am excited 
to find out where else the journey will take me.

I am very thankful, especially to the arts program at Cheshire Academy. I truly believe that being involved in the 
theater program at CA is the reason why I chose to pursue a career in the performing arts. I really wish to give 
something back for this gift!

Robert Gonzalo Ryan ’14
When I reflect on my years at Cheshire Academy, I am amazed at 
what an impact my time there has had on my life. I began attending 
CA in the 8th grade, primarily because of the small classes and 
academic resources. Once a reluctant student, I learned to love learning 
at Cheshire Academy. The small, interactive classes and the close 
relationships with faculty motivated and helped me mature both as a 
student and as a member of the community. At CA, athletics continued 
to be a central part of my life. While there, I was able to pursue my 
passion — lacrosse — and compete in new sports such as cross 
country and swimming, ultimately serving as the captain of two 
sports and earning the honor of Athlete of the Year. 

The Academy also gave me the skills and confidence to interact 
with people of all ages and backgrounds with ease. Dealing 
daily with a diverse and eclectic student body helped me 
develop an appreciation for all types of people. CA afforded 
me the opportunity to explore my interests in a judgment-free 
environment and prepared me for the challenges of college 
and beyond. 

Upon graduating from CA, I attended St. 
Lawrence University, where I studied 
international economics and Spanish. My 
transition to college life was relatively 
easy, thanks to many of the experiences 

I had at CA. Juggling a full schedule of academics, athletics, and 
extracurricular activities at CA helped me to develop time management 
and organizational skills that allowed me to be a four-year college 
student athlete at SLU. My interaction with teachers at CA helped 
me to feel at ease with my college professors, comfortably seeking help 
and advice. The interpersonal skills I developed at CA prepared me to 
confidently make new friends and try new things in college.   

I graduated from SLU in May 2018 and I am currently 
living in downtown Boston and working as a Business 

Analyst at RxSense, a health technology company 
specializing in pharmacy benefit management. 
As I begin my professional career and my life as 
an adult in a new city, I am grateful for the many 

lessons I learned at CA. I have made a commitment 
to remain involved with CA because I believe it is a 

special place that nurtures kids to be the best version 
of themselves. I want to make sure that current and 

future students have the same opportunities I 
had to learn, grow, and make lifelong 

friends in a welcoming and inclusive 
environment. I may have left campus, 

but Cheshire Academy is, and 
always will be, a part of me of 

which I am very proud. 



Danielle Landry ’15
Cheshire Academy was truly life changing for me. It was my second 
home. I attended CA from sixth grade all the way through graduation. I 
built the most wonderful friendships with both students and faculty. Not 
only did CA help me create amazing relationships, but it also provided 
me with the skills and knowledge that have helped me throughout my life 
thus far. 

One of the biggest tools Cheshire Academy gave me was time 
management. Heading into college, I felt completely prepared for my 
newfound independence and the rigorous academics to come. I saw 
other students struggle to balance their schoolwork with their social lives. 
However, I never had that issue, and I attribute that to Cheshire Academy. 
CA taught me how to be accountable and how to learn independently. It 
prepared me well for my future.

I recently graduated from Penn State. Additionally, I am a mother to 
an almost two-year-old. Over the last two years, I have managed to be 
a full-time mother and student. My work ethic, coupled with Cheshire 
Academy’s influence, has pushed me to reach my full potential and 
graduate from college on time. 

I support Cheshire Academy because the school is my family. I always feel 
welcomed by the faculty, and am encouraged to visit more often. People 
know and love me, as well as my son, and that is the greatest gift I could 
ask for. I support now, and will always support, Cheshire Academy. 

Nicolina Lamberti ’14
At Cheshire Academy, where I was Town Scholar, I learned 
to be an individual within a greater world. Whether as an 
International Baccalaureate® Diploma Programme student, 
a soccer player, a peer counselor, or tour guide, I began to 
harness my strengths as a student, a leader, and a member of 
a broader community. 

As I continue to grow as a person and shape my future 
goals, I always rely on the values I established for myself at 
Cheshire: hard work, spreading kindness to others, staying 
true to myself no matter what, and seeking to make the 
world a better place in every decision I make. Cheshire 
Academy gave me boundless opportunities for growth and 
for this reason I continue to give back to the community that 
has formed me.

Young Alumni: 
We want to hear from you and to share your  
stories. Please contact Leonardo Hiertz at   
Leonardo.Hiertz@cheshireacademy.org to learn  
more about how you can participate. 

If you are in town, please stop by Bowden Hall so the 
Advancement team can help you catch up with your 
favorite faculty and do a Red Door feature.


